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Absolutist C.O. arrested in lowa 











Refused to report for induction 





Robert E. McGrath, senior art student at the State University 
of Iowa in Iowa City, was arrested February 26 by FBI agents 
and charged with failure to report for induction into the armed 
forces. 


McGrath, 22, whose home is in Fort Dodge, Iowa, is a member 
of the United Church of Christ and has been active in the United 
Student Fellowship on the University campus in Iowa City. On 
his 18th birthday McGrath registered for the draft; later he 
planned to seek classification as a conscientious objector. By last 
fall he had become an absolutist and refused to cooperate further 
with draft officials. He refused to report for induction into the 
Army last October and returned his draft cards to this local board. 
McGrath has a brother serving in the Army. 

In a written statement McGrath informed draft authorities that 
“I_ do hereby sever connections with my draft board and with the 
selective service system and do declare that I shall disregard any 
official communications and notices and symbolically do herewith 
enclose those draft cards which have been assigned to me. I do 
this fully acknowledging my guilt in many things and that what- 
ever my sins, I am not under the judgment of men for them.” 


Among the reasons stated by McGrath for refusal to cooperate 
with the draft was his belief that the alternative civilian work 
program provided for recognized conscientious objectors was as 
“degrading and devastating to the human personality” as the entire 
selective service system and the military. He further charged that 
the selective service system, in recognizing only religious objectors 
to war, discriminated against equally sincere non-religious objec- 
tors who must either renounce their C.O. position or accept 
imprisonment in many instances. 


McGrath also informed his board that war does not help to solve 
man’s problems; it only intensifies them. He stated that the 
billions of dollars now spent on defense could be used to help 
the countless hungry, naked and distressed peoples of the world. 
He expressed the opinion that the war machine “with its false 
promises, may well already be out of control.” Believing as he 
did, McGrath told his board he had to witness now to the truth. 


After his arrest, the U. S. Marshal sought to have Robert McGrath 
committed to the State University of Iowa Psychopathic Hospital 
to determine his competency to stand trial. After several hours 
of examinations by medical authorities, McGrath was returned 
to the county jail. It was reported that hospital authorities refused 


to accept McGrath unless he was committed to their care by local 
authorities in conformance with Iowa law. 


Under federal law a person under criminal indictment can be 
examined to determine his mental competency to stand trial. If 
found to be not competent, the accused can be confined in a 
hospital to receive proper treatment until judged competent to 
stand trial. The question of competency is more likely to be 
raised in cases of conscientious objectors who take an absolutist 
position. 

The U. S. Commissioner fixed bail at $1,000. After confinement 
in the county jail for several days, bail bond was arranged by 
CCCO. No date has been set for McGrath's trial in the federal 


court in Fort Dodge. McGrath is continuing his studies at the 
State University of Iowa. 





Army courtmartials Quaker 





Frank Satterwhite, 24, Berkeley, California, was courtmartialed 
March 18 for refusing to obey an officer and sentenced to six 
months imprisonment at hard labor. He is confined in the post 
stockade at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. 


In 1958 Satterwhite enlisted in the Army Security Agency. Sev 
eral months later he refused to sign a security oath because of 
growing convictions against war. After being transferred to a 
military intelligence unit at Ft. Hood, Texas, he first signed a 
statement refusing to bear arms and was classified as a noncom- 
batant. Later he transferred to a medical unit. His convictions 
against participation in the military continued to grow and in 
October, 1959 he applied for discharge because of conscientious 
objection to further military duty. Washington denied discharge, 
as it did a second request. Satterwhite was then transferred to 
Ft. Dix, New Jersey for shipment overseas. 


Upon reporting at Ft. Dix, Satterwhite informed his officers that 
he was a conscientious objector and could no longer perform any 
military duty. He was threatened with charges of fraudulent 
enlistment, disrespect for a superior officer, wilful disobedience 
to an officer, failure to obey orders, and filing false official state- 
ments. His commanding officer recommended discharge. Shortly 
after the courtmartial was convened and Satterwhite was convicted. 


Satterwhite joined the Society of Friends (Quakers) last year and 
is a member of the Austin, Texas Meeting. Friends there are in 
full support of Satterwhite’s position. 
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Tax refuser sentenced 





Eroseanna Robinson, 35-year-old Chicago social worker, continues 
to fast in protest against her imprisonment for contempt of court 
growing out of a refusal to pay her income tax. When arrested 
Sis Robinson refused cooperation with the authorities and was 
wheeled into the courtroom. She began her fast on January 26 
while being held in Chicago’s Cook County Jail. Later she was 
transferred to a U. S. Public Health Hospital where medical 
authorities began forced feeding. Late in February she was trans- 
ferred to the federal prison for women at Alderson, West Virginia. 
Prison authorities in Washington report that Sis Robinson’s health 
is “good” and that forced feedings continue. As far as is known, 
no one has yet visited Sis Robinson. 

When first brought before Federal Judge Edwin A. Robson, Sis 
Robinson refused to answer questions about her income and stated 
her conscientious position to payment of income taxes, a large 
portion of which goes for war, Judge Robson ordered Sis Robin- 
son committed to jail until she was ready to cooperate with the 
court. Several days later, after giving her another chance to co- 
operate, the Judge sentenced Sis Robinson to imprisonment for 
a year and a day on charges of criminal contempt of court. The 
court’s offer to release Sis Robinson to the custody of her father 
and sister, if she would reconsider, was rejected. 

Supporting demonstrations have developed in several cities. A 
daily demonstration and picketing of the Internal Revenue Office 
continues in Chicago. Every Thursday, New York City supporters 
picket the IRS offices. On March 14 a continuous vigil and picket 
was commenced in Washington at the IRS offices. Other demon- 
strations are also planned. 

Sis Robinson is the second tax refuser to be jailed in recent months 
on contempt of court charges. Maurice McCrackin was sentenced 
_to six months imprisonment over a year ago. 

Walter Gormly, Mt. Vernon, Iowa, ordered to produce his finan- 
cial records for IRS inspection early in March, refused to obey 
the summons. 





Inmate reports prison 





The educational program for prisoners at the Federal Medical 
Center in Springfield, Missouri are inadequate to the need, accord- 
ing to Bradford Lyttle, C.O. formerly from Chicago, who served 
two terms at Springfield. The purpose of the report addressed 
to James V. Bennett is “to stimulate the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons to improve rehabilitation and living facilities at the 
Center.” Writing from his own personal experiences Lyttle ex- 
pressed the belicf that the federal prison system should have 
exemplary rehabilitation facilities and humane living conditions. 
According to the report no graded curriculum existed to meet the 
varied needs of the 1,000 inmates. Lyttle reported that the atti- 
tudes of Education Department staff members are an even more 
serious obstacle “which dampen rather than quicken the interest 


inmates have in education.” It is claimed that many staff members 


are contemptuous of the prisoners and discourage individual efforts 
to become educated. Nor, it is claimed, does the Education Depart- 
ment make serious attempt to utilize the abilities of many well 
educated prisoners who are competent to teacn and have offered 
their services. The library is reported as having an abundance of 
second and third rate novels, but few text books and literary 
works. Study facilities are inadequate with most inmates allowed 
only one or two hours of library study a week. 

Lyttie reported that overcrowding was the main problem in the 
prison camp attached to the Medical Center. Camp populations 
of 280 were reported, where official maximum capacity was listed 
as 250. Lyttle felt that the maximum capacity should be 100. 
Poor winter ventilation, inadequate shower facilities and “too 
many bugs” were also mentioned. 

In comparing his 1959 stay to the months spent at Springfield in 
1954-55, the writer recognized that some improvements have 
been made at the Medical Center. Among those mentioned are 
an end to racial segregation, more variety and better quality food, 
better clothing, increased recreational facilities, and better trained 
social service and parole officers. 

Copies of this six-page mimeographed report were distributed by 
the author to interested Senators and Representatives. NEWS 
NOTES readers may secure copies by writing to CCCO. 





The book corner 





A Field of Broken Stones, by Lowell Naeve, in collaboration 
with David Wieck (Alan Swallow, Denver, 1959, 231 pp., 
$1.65). First published in 1950, this book still remains as one 
of the best C.O. stories to come out of World War Il. The 
author opposed the entry of the United States into the war on 
humanitarian grounds and served two sentences totaling four and 
one-half years in prison. He records a moving story of human 
success and failure in upholding individual conviction and in 
resisting the oppressive and destructive force of endless prison 
days. The book is enhanced by its many excellent drawings. 





The Phantasies of a Prisoner, by Lowell Naeve (Alan Swallow, 
Denver, 1958, $5.00). You can’t read this “novel”; you must 
look at it. Its many fine drawings and few words of text reveal 
the deep and inner thoughts of a man imprisoned because he 
refused to kill his brother. To look at these sketches, created out 
of the author’s own prison experience is to see American prisons 
prostituted to the punishment of men who held unpopular beliefs 
and ideas. 





The Pacifist Ethics and Humanism, by Philip Altbach (Student 
Peace Union, 5504 South Woodlawn; Chicago 37, 8 pp., 5 cents). 
This brief pamphlet attempts to relate humanism and _ pacifism, 
and to discuss the difficulties the humanist pacifist confronts in 
relation to the Supreme Being clause in the draft law. 
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Briefly noted 





We hope you will like the new face of NEWS NOTES. We 
think it more attractive and easier to read. Your comments and 
Suggestions are welcomed. .We are indebted especially to Igal 
Roodenko, printer and CCCO’s Executive Committee member, 
and Tom Hannan, who helped to design the new format. 





CCCO chairman A. J. Muste recently appeared in the U. S. Tax 
Court in New York City in connection with a civil action brought 
to test his right to conscientiously refuse tax payments for military 
purposes. Muste admitted that he paid no taxes during the years 
in question but denied the government's charges of negligence 
and fraud. Judge Craig §. Atkins allowed each side additional 
time to file further arguments. A decision will not be made 
before June. Harrop A. Freeman, Quaker, and law professor at 
Cornell University is attorney for A. J. Muste. 





Gayle Norman Glover, 24, of Vilonia, Arkansas, was sentenced 
to four years imprisonment recently by Federal Judge J. Smith 
Henley for refusing induction into the armed forces. (NEWS 
NOTES, Jan.-Feb., 1960) Glover remains free on bond pending 
an appeal to the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 





Representative Henry Reuss of Wisconsin has introduced a bill 
into the House of Representatives to authorize a study of the 
feasibility of a “Point Four Youth Corps” to provide thousands 
of young American men and women opportunities to render use- 
ful service in needy areas of the world. One of the objectives of 
the proposed study would be to decide whether the youth corps 
could be a draft alternative. A similar bill was introduced into 
the Senate by the late Senator Richard L. Neuberger of Oregon. 
The Board of World Peace of the Methodist Church adopted a 
resolution recognizing nonviolent resistance to evil as a valid 
form of Christian witness. The resolution stated that nonviolent 
resistance exemplifies methods unquestionably compatible with 
Christian ends and values. The resolution pointed out that non- 
violent resistance depends on moral and spiritual force and that 
it is a methods available to all persons regardless of age, sex, 
or social status. 





Millard Hunt is CCCO’s new administrative assistant, succeeding 
Martin Oppenheimer who is continuing his graduate studies and 
teaching. Millard Hunt was imprisoned in 1949 for refusing 
induction under the new peacetime draft act. He is also serving 
as parttime executive secretary of the Pennsylvania Committee to 
Abolish the Death Penalty. 





Morris R. Mitchell, director of the Putney Graduate School of 
Teacher Education, Putney, Vermont, will lead a Seminar on 
Pacifism at the Putney Graduate School June 16-July 28. The 
seminar, under the sponsorship of the American Friends Service 
Committee and the graduate school, will concentrate on the social, 
political, and economic causes of war. Other sessions will explore 
related topics, such as civil disobedience and pacifism in world 


religions. Enrollment is limited to 20, and is open to both paci- 
fists and non-pacifists. Scholarship help is available. Address 
inquiries to Seminar on Pacifism, Putney Graduate School, Putney, 
Vermont. 





A quarter of a million (2.5%) of the members of the Methodist 
Church consider themselves pacifists, according to a study being 
conducted at Boston University School of Theology. An addi- 
tional 3.2% declared they cannot support nuclear war. 





A 16-year-old high school senior has written CCCO that he has 
become a conscientious objector. “My objection” he says, “is not 
on religious grounds, but on personal moral grounds . . . but I 
have been informed that a lot of questions are answered and a 
lot of help given in a handbook which I understand I can obtain 
from you.” 





Won't sign Army loyalty form 





Martin Pierce, New York City, refused to sign the armed forces 
security questionnaire when he reported for a preinduction physi 
cal examination recently. The security questionnaire, often referred 
to as “DD Form 98” is supposed to be signed by all men before 
entering the armed forces. The form contains a list of over 100 
organizations, groups, and movements reported by the Attorney 
General of the United States as “having significance in connection 
with national security.” 


The signer is required to indicate whether he has ever belonged 
to, worked for, contributed to, corresponded with, attended any 
meetings of, social gatherings of, or attended any public meetings 
sponsored by any of the listed organizations. The signer is 
advised of his right to refuse to answer any question on grounds 
of the Fifth Amendment. 


Pierce refused to sign the security questionnaire on grounds of 
the First Amendment, holding that requiring him to answer the 
questions was an infringment upon his right of free speech and 
assembly. He did not claim the Fifth Amendment since he had 
never belonged to any of the listed organizations and was not 
threatened with criminal prosecution. 


Reports from other men confronted with the security questionnaire 
indicate that few men are really aware of what they are asked 
to sign. The entire procedure has become a routine requirement 
to be completed with the least trouble. Pierce’s refusal to sign 
was brought to the attention of an officer who urged him to sign, 
saying it was “all routine,” no one else had refused to sign, and 
that he would be investigated by the FBI if he did not comply. 
Conscientious objectors who are appealing for a I-O classification 
and who are-ordered to take a preinduction physical will be con- 
fronted with the loyalty security questionnaire. Only a few C.O.'s 
have balked at giving such information to the government. How- 
ever, the form is not supposed to be tendered to C.O.’s who have 
the I-O classification and are ordered to take a preinduction 
physical examination. If asked to sign it, the 1-O man should 
refuse. Copies of DD Form 98 are available from CCCO. 
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Callahan discharged 





William E. Callahan, formerly from San Francisco, was discharged 
from the Army on January 18, ending a three-year struggle to 
gain release from the military because of conscientious objection 
to war. (NEWS NOTES, Dec., 1959) Callahan failed to secure 
a CO. classification from his draft board and was indicted in 1957. 
He accepted the court offer of noncombatant duty, but after 
several weeks refused to cooperate further. He was courtmartialed 
and served 18 months in a disciplinary barracks. Last summer he 
was returned to active duty. His request for honorable discharge 
was denied. Finally Callahan refused to obey further orders. 
Shortly after, convinced of his genuine conscientious objection to 
war, his commanding officer recommended an undesirable dis- 
charge. Callahan expects to appeal for an honorable discharge. He 
presently is living in Berwyn, Illinois. 





Maryland U. exempts C.O.'s 





In a sudden and unexpected reversal of long established policy 
the University of Maryland, College Park, has provided for exemp- 
tion of conscientious objectors from the compulsory Air Force 
ROTC program. The new policy, approved by the Board of 
Regents on January 29, became effective the beginning of the 
second semester. 

The new regulation states that the criterion for determining C.O. 
status shall be the same as that used by selective service. Minors 
must have the signature of their parents. Exemption is also 
granted to students who have reached their 24th birthday, to 
physically handicapped students, and to those transferring to the 
University with at least junior standing. A conscientious objector 
may elect exemption on one of these grounds, if he qualifies. 
All students granted exemption from AFROTC must take an 
equivalent number of credit hours in. advanced courses in history, 
government and politics, or English. 

The University of Maryland is one of the major land grant colleges 
which has persistently refused to exempt C.O.’s. In 1956, Barry 
Carr was suspended from the University for refusal to continue 
AFROTC, Dr. Wilson H. Elkins, President of the University, 
ruled that participation in AFROTC did not violate Carr’s religious 
freedom in that it did not commit him to military service. In 
1957 Kenneth Hanauer and Jack A. Crabill, both recognized 
C.O.’s by their draft boards, brought. suit against the University 
to compel their exemption from military training. Maryland 
courts upheld the University policy of denying exemption to con- 
scientious objectors. The U. §. Supreme Court refused last year 
to review the case. 

Last fall the University of Illinois exempted C.O.’s from ROTC 
for the first time. Agitation for an end to compulsory ROTC is 
increasing at many universities. At Cornell University an over- 
whelming number of students voted to abolish compulsory ROTC. 
Students and faculty at Michigan State University have asked 
for an end to ROTC. Two years ago University of California 
students voted two to one for an end to compulsory ROTC, but 
no action has been taken by the trustees. In spite of overwhelm- 
ing student and faculty support for optional ROTC the Board of 
Regents of the University of Wisconsin recently voted five to five 
to retain compulsory drill. 











The court reporter 





1 Prosecutions 

Sentenced since ‘last issue 

2-2-60 Hubert Dexine Sprinkle, 2 years, (Charlotte, 

North Carolina) Judge Wilson Warlick, refusal 
of induction 
Gayle Norman Glover, 4 years, (Little Rock, 
Arkansas) Judge J. Smith Henley, refusal of 
induction } 
Levi L. Hershberger, 3 years, (Columbus, Ohio) 
Judge Mell G. Underwood, refusal of civilian 
work 
Eli J. Miller, 3 years, (Columbus) Judge Under- 
wood, refusal of civilian work 
Eroseanna Robinson, 1 year and 1 day, (Chicago) 
Judge Edwin A. Robson, criminal contempt of 
court (tax refusal) 
_Frank Satterwhite, 6 months, (Ft. Dix, N. J.) 
Military Court Martial, refusal to obey order 


2-15-60 


2-15-60 


2-18-60 


3-18-60 


Arrests 
Iowa—Robert E. McGrath 


2 Released from prison 
(None reported) 


3 Currently imprisoned 


Alderson, W. Va.—Eroseanna Robinson 

Allenwood, Pa—tLevi L. Hershberger, Eli J. Miller, Jacob 
Weaver Nolt 

Milan, Mich.—Joe S. Bonntraeger 

Tallahassee, Fla—-Hubert Dexine Sprinkle 

Terminal Island, Calif—William A. Kariakin 

Tucson, Ariz—Richard G. Keene 

(Total number of C.O.’s convicted of Selective Service 

violations since 1948 to date, 352. This is a minimum 

number: J.W.’s and Muslims are not included, and we 

miss a few.) 
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